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loss of their common rights. Their resistance gave rise to
* tumults, disorders and unlawful assemblies' when they
demolished the sluices and drowned the land l. While wet
land was drained, dry land needed irrigation. Vaughan in
1610 described the methods of irrigation which he adopted
in ' the drowning of my grounds ', and declared that " if the
like were done throughout England, it would profit the
kingdom in a year two millions " 2.
Obstacles to The adoption of improvements proceeded at a slow pace
progress. ^ Spfte of fa^ publication of treatises on farming such as
those of Markham, which professed to unfold the art of
husbandry ' after our latest and rarest fashion '3. One
reason was that not all were spirited proprietors who busied
themselves with the improvement of their estates—draining
fens, irrigating dry land, bringing wastes under cultivation,
making barren soil bear sainfoin and clover-grass 4. Many
were absentee landlords who squandered their substance in
the capital. A Restoration writer described how the absentee
landlords racked their tenants, " gather in all that they can
get, and sue or distrain where money is not presently to be
had, taking away tenants' cattle, selling them for half their
worth. . . . How many persons by these means have been
. . . forced to leave their farms "5. Another view of the
absentee landlord, however, was presented by Houghton,
who claimed that the prodigal, who racked his tenants,' puts
them upon new projects and industry ', which hitherto they
neglected because their rent was small and their livelihood
easily earned 6. If high rents were a stimulus to improve-
ments, then we should expect great progress to have been
made in the early seventeenth century when rents rose
1 House of Lords Journals, iv. 264.   Hist. MSS. Comm. v, 24, 93 ;  vi.
106.
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Irrigation was advocated also by Blith, The English Improver (1649), 2,
19 seq.
5 Markham, The English Husbandman (1613).   Other treatises were by
Blith. Weston, Hartlib and Worlidge.
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